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SA/NT President’s Report
VOICE OF YOUTH IS BACK!

W

e are well into 2021 and so far everything is going well. Most clubs are
now meeting face-to-face again, while following appropriate Covid -19 rules, with
some having hybrid meetings. It has been great to be able to catch up with
Rostrum friends again. Our newsletter is late this year, and for that I apologise,
but it contains much information about Rostrum SA/NT and I hope you enjoy it.

ICOM
ICOM was well attended and was a great success on Monday 8th February,
thanks to the amazing efforts of the organising team - Gabi Proc, Daniel McLean,
Marie Jamea and Julie Cranswick. Gabi has collated comments from attendees of
what worked well and where we can improve. These were very constructive and
will be taken into consideration for the next ICOM, which is expected to be held
in November to enable new officers to be involved before the end of the year.

Voice of Youth - 2021
Julie has sent a call to Clubs for volunteers to assist with the Heats and SemiFinals at Immanuel College, as well as the Zone Final at Knightsbridge Church. A
volunteers training day was held at Knightsbridge Baptist Church on Saturday
27th March. Einer Herringe is working on plans for the National Competition and
ARC Convention to be held in Adelaide at the end of July.

Anniversary Lunch
Planning is well under way for the Anniversary Lunch to be held at Rydges Hotel
on Sunday 11th July. Please put this date in your diary and keep it free.
Report continued on page 5

Julie Cranswick, new VOY Coordinator
and Einer Herringe, Immediate Past
Coordinator.
Details page 3.

Rostrum (SA/NT)
Voice of Youth is Generously
Supported by
Mt Gambier Community Bank
The English Speaking Union
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Editor’s Column

W

ELCOME to our first newsletter for 2021. We missed
the November 2020 issue due to
Covid-19 restrictions on
activities and
this issue is
later than usual. But as it
happens, we
are just in time for the Easter
break. Times have changed and
these days Easter seems to be
regarded as an occasion for the
over-consumption of chocolate!
That change in custom could be a
good topic for a speech. In future,
Easter may be known as “Chocky
Feaster Time”!

a creature that traditionally toiled
in the fields, the ox is perceived as
a hard worker. Zodiac experts believe the Year of the Ox is a period
when hard work will be rewarded
even more than usual.
The year is also said to be a year
when people will feel the full
weight of their responsibilities. What

Roger Bills came across this
quote which he thought reinforced the Rostrum promise of
not remaining silent when one
ought to speak:
Truth is not only violated by
falsehood; it may be equally
outraged by silence.

this means is that by working extra
hard at something, you will get on top
of it no matter how challenging the
task may be. This has been interpreted by many as a great opportunity. If
you have a big life goal you have
always wanted to achieve but never
quite got around to, 2021 is a good
year to give it a go!

Swiss Philosopher and writer
Henri-Frederic Amiel (1821-

PS
Ed is always pleased, delighted even,
to receive articles of interest about all
things Rostrum. So test your writing or
reporting skills and send an article for
the next issue of “WORD” due, hopefully, in May.

air, providing life to ideas, a prevention from being drowned out,
from being silenced.”

THE POWER OF

SILENCE

In a different context some further
If the zodiac is anything to go by, as
words of wisdom on the Power of
long as you work as hard as you can at Silence from Eleonora Formato,
it, you will reap the rewards.
Club 22.
WELCOME also to
the Chinese Year Makes good sense, hey?
The extracts below are from her
of the Ox, which is
Shirley Dawkins, Editor speech on 25 February 2021.
said to bring stasmdawkins@bigpond.com “Silence, can be a breath of fresh

bility and calmness. It is predicted to be a year of great opportunities and economic prosperity.
(Fingers crossed!)
The ox, in Chinese culture, is a
hardworking zodiac sign. As befits

APOLOGIA
Even the best laid plans of mice and men can go awry, especially
when some of our overworked contributors are under pressure.
Consequently this issue of “Word” is way behind schedule, for

“Silence can be deafening, and
speech can fall on deaf ears!”
“Silence comes in many forms and
for many reasons. It can be unexpected or surprising. Does silence
in fact share the same space as free
speech? Is silence a form of free
speech? Are they two sides of the
same coin?

which we apologise.
The plan is (or was) to distribute “Word” four times each year in...


FEBRUARY



MAY



AUGUST



NOVEMBER

Eleonora (centre)
with C22 members
Margaret Kirchner
and Carly Keene

More words of wisdom...
“Well-timed silence hath more eloquence than speech.” (Martin Farquhar Tupper)
2

VOICE OF YOUTH IS BACK!

Following its COVID postponement in 2020 Rostrum Voice
of Youth is now back in business for 2021. Arrangements
are well under way with many Rostrum members volunteering to assist with the showcasing of the voices of our
youth. They will be kept busy with time keeping, adjudicating, chairing, short notice speech marshalling, preparing materials and readying venues.
It may not be too late to add your name to the list of
volunteers. If you’re interested in volunteering - call
Coordinator Julie Cranswick on 0412 330 349.

The passing of Peter Martindale was keenly felt by members, especially those working on Voice of Youth. For
some years Peter led representatives from Club 9 to the
South East to support the Mt. Gambier and District Competition.
Continuing that work this year, Tom Whitworth will lead
Club members with Michael Lutt, Rod Ellis, Peter Walsh,
Ron Rule and Paul Wilkins.
Paul Fitzgerald will manage schools and students for the
Mt Gambier and Darwin Competitions in 2021.

All currently listed volunteers attended a very successful
general training morning on Saturday 27th March at
Knightsbridge Baptist Church, Leabrook.

It is indeed a privilege to work with the Voice of Youth Committee and the many Rostrum volunteers who make this competition so successful. We are all looking forward to another
outstanding Voice of Youth Competition in 2021.

A new cohort of Adjudicators has been carefully trained
by Patrick Bourke and Roger Bills. Sincere thanks to
Patrick and Roger.

Julie Cranswick
Coordinator Voice of Youth (SA & NT Zone)
cranswick@ozemail.com.au

2021 VOICE OF YOUTH COMMITTEE

For your diary:

Julie Cranswick, Coordinator

2021 Voice of Youth Dates

Heather Layton, Schools/Student co-ordinator
Alan Strickland, Resources

Saturday 27 March

Volunteer Training (Knightsbridge
Baptist Church, Leabrook)

Paul Fitzgerald, Mt Gambier and Darwin Schools/
Student Coordinator 2021

Wednesday 5 May

Mt Gambier Heats (Grant High)

Einer Herringe, Immediate Past Coordinator

Thursday 6 May

Darwin Heats (Essington School)

Saturday 8 May

City Heat (Immanuel College)

Saturday 22 May

Semi Finals (Immanuel College)

Saturday 26 June

Zone Final (Knightsbridge Baptist
Church, Leabrook)

Brenda McKenzie, Finance Officer

Wise Words

Roger Bills (left) and Patrick Bourke discussing
incoming adjudicator training

In a time of drastic change it is the learners who inherit the future.
The learned usually find themselves equipped to live in a world that
no longer exists.
Philosopher Eric Hoffer
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COMMUNICATING WITH CONFIDENCE
NEW MEMBERS WORKSHOP
A free workshop for new members facilitated by Gabriela Proc was held on Saturday 20 March at the
Burnside Community Centre. Topics in the program included:


Discovering how to face your fears and release them



Gaining knowledge and skills to communicate confidently and effectively



Learning how to respond even when you don’t have much time to prepare

Participants in the workshop said it was
practical, informative and fun!

Facilitator Gabriela Proc
gabiproc@optusnet.com.au
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“All the great speakers were bad speakers at first.” – Ralph Waldo Emerson

Gabi says that, in her opinion, the Frontiers Program is the most significant initiative
in Australian Rostrum since she joined in 1979!
On 15 March members were sent an email from Jenny Bain, Rostrum Australia National President, stating how exciting it was to have over 80 Rostrum members join for the
Launch of the Frontiers Program and that feedback was wonderfully encouraging. The video of the launch is available
at https://youtu.be/mGPfzBJUsG4
The Q and A sessions and testimonials referred to during the launch are available on the Rostrum YouTube Channel at https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL95T-omSdEgtCoKon-pE8ylZq7al3qelN
Now it’s over to our clubs to make the most of this initiative. The compendiums have been delivered to all states. Current financial members receive a free copy of the program. We are urged to incorporate the exercises into our club program as detailed in the compendium.

Learn silence from the talkative,
tolerance from the intolerant,
and kindness from the unkind.
Be grateful to those teachers.
(Khalil Gibran)
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Not so ‘Local Lad’ Available as Last Minute Locum!
When Club 33’s coach in residence succumbed to a
Many, many thanks to Freeman Rod Ellis who willingly
temporary but debilitating health condition, the Club had fitted the late evening meeting into his already actionto scramble to find a coach for its first meeting for 2021. packed day of back-to-back commitments.
Four inductions and visits from potential new members
certainly warranted a ‘trained’ coach...one of Rostrum’s
most marketable assets.
It’s a wonderful reflection on Rostrum SA to
report that the coaches, contacted within an
extremely short
timeframe, would have
obliged if they had
been available!
But thank goodness for
Rostrum Directory’s list
of Locum Coaches (you
know, that publication
we all receive at the
beginning of the year!).
Rod Ellis above in his role as
Locum Coach.

Rod travelled all the way across the City from East to
West to join members and guests for dinner and provided helpful and considered feedback to participants on
the meeting’s management, induction process, business,
reporting section and speaking program.
Port Adelaide Rostrum’s recent experience yet again
highlights the generosity of members of our SA Rostrum
‘community’; especially that of our longstanding and experienced members, their preparedness to contribute to
the growth and well-being of the wider organisation beyond their own Clubs.
Helen Bowen
President, Club 33 Port Adelaide
geminian@senet.com.au

C33 meets at 7.30pm, 2nd and 4th Tuesday for 1 hour
at the British Hotel, 13 North Parade, Port Adelaide.
Join them for dinner at 6.30pm.

SA/NT President’s Report
(continued from front page)

Frontiers Program

Strategic Plan/Marketing Plan

Frontiers folders have all been distributed to clubs. I know
Executive continues to work on the Strategic Plan and Marthat some clubs have started to use them already and this is
keting Plan. Clubs have been asked for their input and we are
very pleasing to me. I consider this the best thing Rostrum has looking forward to all the responses.
done for many years to provide a pathway for members to
practise and improve their public speaking.
David Knight has extra folders to be provided for new members.

Gillian Kirkbride
Rostrum SA/NT President

At the April Executive Meeting executive members will be discussing what the new members’ kits will look like and their
associated costs.

“The right word may be effective, but no word was ever as effective as a rightly timed pause.”
(Mark Twain)
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Vale

Ken Campbell
AN EXTRACT FROM AN EXERCISE EULOGY CONDUCTED BY CLUB 20 IN
2017. LITTLE DID MEMBERS REALISE THEN THAT IT WOULD BE USED
IN REAL LIFE THIS YEAR. KEN PASSED AWAY PEACEFULLY IN A NURSING HOME ON 19 JANUARY 2021. (BARRY DIXON)
If you would like to see the full context, contact Barry.

The late Ken Campbell
22/11/29—19/1/21

“We have come here today to celebrate Ken Campbell’s life. Always
noted as the “late Ken Campbell” we
can now say this really IS the late Ken
Campbell.

WA boat fishing past Rottnest Island
32 km off Fremantle looking for the
big ones, but with limited success.
The heaviest fish he ever caught was
an 8kg Dhufish in WA and on a charter in Adelaide, a 9kg Snapper.
One other pastime Ken enjoyed for
ten years was being a member of the
Largs Bay Beefsteak and Burgundy
Club which, with 25 other members,
enjoyed the study of food and wine.

which, over two games scored 15
goals. WA fared a little better against
Hong Kong Athletic.
Ampol sponsored the Ampol Night
Soccer series on a Friday night for
many years and Ken was responsible
for the Advertising and Public Relations Budget. As a result, he attended
most soccer matches over many
years at Hindmarsh Stadium, meeting
many interesting people both in the
soccer and the business world. Ken’s
soccer idol was always Sir Bobby
Charlton from Manchester United.
Sir Bobby still lives in England and is
still active on the Board of Manchester United.

His main sporting interests, when he
was younger, were soccer, tennis and
bad golf. He always maintained that
his handicap was his “golf clubs” and
he could kick the golf ball around the
course well under 100 which he
seldom achieved using clubs.
One fond memory was representing
Ampol at a soccer match between SA
For the record he was an AFL Port
Born in North Perth, WA, on 22
and Manchester United at KensingNovember 1929, Ken moved to Ade- Power supporter, supported by his
ton Oval in 1975. Bobby Charlton
laide in the 60’s and after 54 years in mad keen son Bruce who is also
played in that match and scored a
Adelaide he finally called South Aus- an accountant and youngest of the
couple of goals - much to Ken’s
family.
tralia home. He and wife Fay have
delight. Unfortunately he didn’t meet
three grown up children, six grandKen played soccer for the North
the team afterwards, so was unable
children and seven great grandchilPerth Soccer Club - 10 years in Junto talk to his idol. So near and yet so
dren - the loves and delights of their iors and 10 years in First Division. He far!
lives.
played mainly midfield and striker.
BUT Ken sat next to a special guest of
A devoted member of the congrega- Scoring over 250 goals in that time.
the SA Soccer Federation and Ken
He enjoyed success in many premiertion, for over twenty years, of the
explained to him the rules and referGolden Grove Lutheran Church, Ken ships and cup finals and represented ee’s decisions during the game. That
West Australia in 1957 against the
enjoyed the worship and voluntary
guest was Donald Bradman. Later to
Ferencvaros (FUR-ENC-VAR-ROS) Socwork there, also at the associated
became Sir Donald Bradman. One of
cer Club of Budapest, Hungary, and
Golden Grove Lutheran Primary
the nicest, humblest and interesting
the Hong Kong Athletic Club. They
School.
gentlemen Ken had the pleasure to
lost all four matches. West Australia
He was also a member of the Golden was an amateur association and the meet and spend a few hours with.
Grove Amateur Fishing Club which is international side were all profesa mission of the Church. Although
sionals.
not a very good fisherman, he did
(Continued overleaf)
enjoy the relaxation and solitude of Nevertheless, he did score the only
goal for WA against Ferencvaros
fishing, having spent many years in
Ken was a retired Accountant and
member of two Rostrum Clubs where
he was also an accredited Coach and
Freeman. For ten years he was a
member of the Rostrum Tutors’ Panel teaching public speaking and communication skills at WEA in Adelaide.
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Vale Ken Campbell
(Continued from previous page)

In his working career Ken worked
mainly as a clerk for -

mainly concentrated on his voluntary
work, Rostrum and his family.



They say it’s a beautiful journey from
the old world to the new and someday we’ll take that journey up that
stairway that leads to you this sad
proud day.





lines and confectionery. He then decided that he could become a more
successful accountant than a salesAustralian Mines Management
man and in 1957 joined Ampol Petro(gold mining)
leum Limited, the Australian Oil
Orient Line (shipping)
Ansett Airlines (managing their
Company. He enjoyed an accounting
freight section)
and administrative career with them
Commonwealth Oil Refineries Ltd
in WA, NSW Victoria and SA for the
(COR) (eventually bought by BP)
next 30 years.

Ken attended the opening ceremony Ken qualified in accounting in 1961
of the BP Kwinana Oil Refinery (south with the now known Certified Pracof Perth in 1954)
ticing Accountants (CPA). Ken
Employed by COR as a clerk, Country thought all accountants should be
“certified”.
Depot Superintendent, Metro and
Country Sales Representative. He
then joined Nestlé’s Ltd. as a salesman of food

I know Ken touched the lives of many
people in his life. I know he touched
mine.

Let’s give thanks for the late
Ken Campbell.

In the latter years of retirement Ken
ran his own low-key accounting and
auditing business. More recently he

Barry Dixon
Rostrum Club 20

With thanks to Barry and Club 20 for Ken’s detailed eulogy.
It is an inspiration for those of us who, one day, may be called
upon to farewell a loved one.

Don’t

cry because it’s over; smile because it happened. (Dr. Seuss)
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