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Club 20 President, Merv Elliott, with fellow Club 20 member, Carolyn Broere.
More on Carolyn’s impressive achievements with Club 20 in next issue.
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EDITORIAL
Happy new year and
welcome to the re-launched
Rostrum Queensland
newsletter, ‘Step Up’.

Get to know Club 20
This Sunshine Coast Club is small but happy, with a strong objective of
improving the skills of members
In addition to helping those who attend reach their public speaking goals,
variety is also a priority at the Buderim-based Club, with usually two and
sometimes only one prepared speech rostered per meeting. This enables
the Club to include more exercises which involve several, if not all
members. Not only does this assist members by reducing preparation time,
but it also represents the type of public speaking most members are
realistically involved in day-to-day.
Discussion groups, hypotheticals, pertinent questions and practice motions
are all favoured activities.
Tutorial sessions are also part of meetings, and are aimed at helping
members cope with activities for which they are scheduled at meetings,
thus helping them in preparation. (continued p.3)

As always with this
newsletter, it provides a
forum for us to learn what
our clubs and members are
doing, find out about
upcoming events, and pick
up tips to improve our public
speaking. It now also includes
general spots of interest
from the world of
communication and
language.
I hope you enjoy the
following pages and feel
inspired to ‘Step Up’ and add
your story soon.
Marcela Ramirez—Editor
cram56@hotmail.com

Ian’s 50 years in Rostrum
Milestones do not get much bigger than the one recently celebrated by
our State President.
Earlier this month, Freeman Ian
Olsson notched up 50 years in
Rostrum. Not only is this in itself a
remarkable
achievement,
but
arguably of even greater note are
Ian’s numerous accomplishments
over that time.

Ian joined Queensland provisional
Rostrum Club 36 in 1962 and was a
Foundation Member when Club 36
was affiliated with Australian
Rostrum on 5th February 1963.
He was Queensland State President
for five years: 1970, 1971, 1972,
1973 and 1974 (the youngest state
president in Australia at the time).
Ian was elevated to Freeman during
1972.
Despite
battling
a
serious illness in recent years, he
has again assumed the role of State
President in 2011 and 2012. This is
now seven years as State President,
a record for Queensland Rostrum.
During the past two years the
workload and energy Ian has
displayed for Rostrum has been
remarkable.
Ian has actively promoted the club
program devised by David Price
(WA), not only to Club 3, but to
other Queensland Rostrum clubs.
Several have adopted all or part of
the new program. Club 3 has
benefitted
significantly
from
adopting the new program in its
entirety through Ian’s drive and
enthusiasm as Club 3 Program
Director. Specifically, Club 3 has
seen
Increased
membership,
attendance and participation.

He has been involved with Rostrum
Voice of Youth regularly since its
inception nationally in 1975. Over
succeeding
years,
Ian
has
adjudicated and tutored hundreds
of secondary school students in
towns as far removed as Roma,
Charleville and Quilpie.
Just recently at the Hobart 2012
Australian Rostrum Council (ARC)
Conference, Ian was elected Vice
President of the ARC for a second
time.
It goes without saying that Ian is a
gifted public speaker. He has won
numerous public speaking awards –
something like 40 both within and
outside Rostrum. These include
Arch Williams (Queensland State
Open Championship) in 1984,
George Shaw (State Impromptu
Competition) in 2004, and Club 3
Bill Puregger (Open Speech
Championship) in 2003, 2004, 2010.
Ian is also a Senior Accredited Critic.
Together with Training Officer Fmn
David Thorpe, Fmn Carmel
Remphrey and Fmn Paul Halliday,
Ian recently conducted a novice
critics course over three weeks for
Club 3 members with members of
other clubs also invited.
Ian is a tireless advocate for
Rostrum and exemplifies excellent
public speaking. His vivacity is
to be admired and his influence on
Rostrum to be appreciated.
A hearty congratulations to you,
Ian! ●
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Ian Olsson cutting a cake to
celebrate his 50 years in Rostrum

Simply Words
To calculate simply means to
tally, and in early times
people kept tally with
whatever came to hand.
More often than not this
would be stones.
Calculus is Latin for ‘a small
stone’, and in English this
became the word ‘calculate’
which we use to indicate the
activity of keeping tally or
counting.
-Fmn Carmel Remphrey

Ian Witten with Suzanne Derok (left) shared
the Member of the Night Trophy at a recent
Club 20 meeting, and Ian again working with
Geoff Keeler (right) during his demonstration
speech.

(continued) Get to know Club 20
Beyond the club
On the wider scale, Club 20 has
contributed to Rostrum life, with
Merv Elliott and Geoff Keeler filling
the roles of State President and
State Secretary respectively for
several years.
The Club has also hosted the State
Convention, and conducted a Critics
Training Course on behalf of the
State. It continues to support the
Rostrum Voice of Youth (RVOY)
competition
and
members
regularly compete in state speaking
competitions.
Club
President
Merv
also
introduced the Tall Story event
conducted successfully on a couple
of occasions at the State
Convention, and recommends it as
an interesting variant for any club’s
meetings.

another exciting variation among
other Clubs within Australia.
Club 20 also initiated the Rostrum
Youth
Ambassador
scheme
whereby selected young people,
in our case RVOY winners,
become student members of
Rostrum with fees paid by the
club
and
are
encouraged to gain further
speaking experience, not only at
the Club but by also being
sponsored by the Club to speak to
other groups in the community
on ‘youth’ affairs, with Rostrum
being given recognition as part of
this process. ●

Geoff Keeler, a cornerstone of
Club 20, marks this significant
upcoming milestone by
presenting the following short
history of the Club.
Club 20 was founded on 10th
March 1993 by Club 19
(Nambour) Freemen, George
Shaw and Merv Elliott and
Speakers Alan Lucas, Bruce Rock
and Glen McCarthy.
Thirty-three people attended
the inaugural meeting at Mark
Anthony’s Motel, Buderim,
including the above and Frm
Geoff Keeler as Regional VicePresident. The first President
was Geoff Risson, Pastor of the
local Church of Christ.
The Affiliation as Rostrum Club
20 took place at the same venue
on 23rd 1993 with Queensland
President, Frm Joan Berndt
officiating when 17 members
were inducted. Venues have
changed over the years and
once included a room at
Immanuel Lutheran College, the
Buderim Old Post Office and
now the Buderim Craft Cottage.
Club 20 was awarded the Arthur
Pain Award six times between
1996 and 2004, recognising the
high standard set by the Club.

Other Initiatives
In June 2009, Club 20 initiated
contact with Rochdale Rostrum
Club, the only Rostrum Club in
England, and held a very successful
e-meeting with them via Skype.
Rochdale welcomes contact from
other clubs, and the experimental
e-meeting is recommended as

Club 20 is 20 in March!

Carolyn Broere at Club 20
during a demonstration speech.
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In May 2003 the Club merged
with Nambour Club 19 and the
following year Maroochydore
members also transferred to
Club 20. Membership has risen
and fallen over the years and is
at present at a relatively low
point. However, the core
members recognise their
commitment to the Rostrum
ideals and continue to provide
support to the new members
who have joined in the last
three years. ●

Communication Gossip
A punctuation mark for
when you’re mildly
enthused—the ElRey

Pyramid Rostrum Club 13 News
It has been anything but a slow
start to the year for Queensland
Rostrum’s Gordonvale Club,
writes Club President Bob Crema.

The gathering was an opportunity
for members to pay tribute to
Freeman Karen Matheson of Club
31 on her recent elevation to the
rank of Freeman. We thank Karen
for her ongoing commitment to the
Rostrum movement in North
Queensland both at a local and
State level.
A special presentation was also
made to Freeman Owen Hitchings,
who is taking a break from Rostrum
activities
due
to
family
commitments.
Owen has been a great asset to the
Rostrum community of North
Queensland, having been a member
of both Cairns and Pyramid
Rostrum Clubs. He was also
instrumental
in
the
recent
foundation of a provisional Rostrum

Owen has also been active in
coaching public speaking among
secondary
school
students
competing in various events.
To both Freeman Karen and
Freeman
Owen
we
offer
congratulations and best wishes for
the future. ●

Here’s a proposed new
punctuation mark that
“resides in the emotional
range between the just-thefacts full-stop and the whoop
-to-do excitability of the
exclamation mark.” Read the
full story here.
The ‘ElRey’

To celebrate the festive season and
the end of the year, our joint
Christmas gathering with Cairns
Club 31 was held at the Parkview
Hotel in Gordonvale and was well
attended by members from both
clubs.

club in the neighbouring town of
Babinda.

Are you of the opinion that
the exclamation mark has
gone from being a rare
sighting to being entirely
overused? You’re not alone.

Simply Words
We think of the word ‘lens’ as a fairly sophisticated piece of
technological achievement. However, it comes from very humble
origins – the lentil seed.
The Latin for lentil is ‘lens’. During the
Renaissance when scientists needed a
name for the curved piece of glass
used to assist eyesight or build a
microscope, they immediately thought
of the resemblance of the object to
the lentil seed.
Hence, the name of the new object
came to be called ‘lens’, simply
meaning a glass lentil seed because
the double-convex lenses look just like
lentils!
- Fmn Carmel Remphrey
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Submissions close for
April /May issue on
Friday 12 April, 2013

Upcoming Events
2 March 2013—Novice Critic’s Course (hosted by Gold Coast Central Club 27)
TIME:
VENUE:
COST:

9.00 am to 12.30 pm
Nerang Library, corner of Price and White Streets, Nerang
$15

This course is an introduction to the skills of Rostrum Criticism. You will
learn from experienced Rostrum members and have opportunities to
practice your skills.
Nominations to:

Rod Tilley
Ph: 0412 258 015 E-mail: rod.tilley@live.com
By 25 February 2013

6 April 2013—Adjudication Course
TIME:
9 am to 12 pm
VENUE:
Kenmore Library, 9 Brookfield Road, Kenmore
COST:
Free or low cost

Club profiles and
achievements, story
suggestions, good-quality
photos, public speaking
tips, feedback…
it’s up to you!
Send submissions to
Marcela Ramirez on
cram56@hotmail.com
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Save the date. An introduction to adjudicating with Rostrum.
13 April 2013—Club 20 Community Information Evening
TIME:
VENUE:
COST:

10 am to 11:30 am
Buderim Craft Cottage, 5 Main Street, Buderim
Free

Recruitment and information evening for potential members. Rostrum and
Club 20 in particular will be introduced and some demonstration activities
will be conducted.

ROSTRUM QUEENSLAND
www.rostrum.com.au/qld
www.rostrum.com.au
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