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EDITORIAL

Please Acknowledge our new Patron, the Governor
This needs to be actioned by all clubs NOW.
We have been fortunate to secure Vice Regal patronage of Queensland
Rostrum in the person of the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of
Queensland.
Please note this means that we are required to acknowledge the Governor
on all printed material, newsletters and on our website, with a link to his
web page — www.govhouse.qld.gov.au — on our website.
For clubs this means if sending out an invitation to the public or advertising
speaking competitions and on all material for RVOY, plus Rostrum
letterhead, then somewhere at the top or bottom needs to be put:

We are well and truly on the
downhill run of 2015, and if
anything, things are getting
busier.
Celebrations and milestones
for Clubs 3 and 31 fill our
pages, as well as important
reminders of significant
events coming up. Our
annual convention is one of
these events, and I would
encourage you to register if
you haven’t already—it is
always a fantastic day out.

Patron: His Excellency the Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, Governor of
Queensland

Finally, be inspired by the
story of Fmn Terry Smith and
his love of Rostrum. He
exemplified the ‘Step Up’
spirit of having a go.

- Carmel Remphrey
Queensland Rostrum State Secretary

Marcela Ramirez—Editor
cram56@hotmail.com
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Club 3’s 71st Birthday Celebrations—in pictures
On Saturday 5 September, Club 3 celebrated their 71st birthday incorporating the Eddie Fee After Dinner
Speaking Competition. The event was held at Tattersall’s Club and as can be expected, was a fantastic night for
everyone who attended. Congratulations to Club 3 on their magnificent milestone! ●

Club 3 members and guests

L-R: Phil Smith, Fmn Eddie Fee, Fmn Paul Halliday

Club 3 members and guests

Qld Pres Ian Olsson presenting Eddie
Fee Trophy to Fmn Paul Halliday at
the next Club 3 meeting

L-R: Fmn Paul Halliday, Fmn Eddie Fee, Norm Booth

David Thomson at ease at the rostrum
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Club 3 members and guests

Love that winning feeling
Fmn Carmel Remphrey showcased her terrific public speaking skills to win the Club 3 open speaking
competition on Thursday 8 October. Fmn Bill smith here provides a background to this competition.
The Club 3 championship shield has been in existence since 1960. Following the death of Freeman Bill Puregger
in 1984 it has been known as the “Freeman Bill Puregger Memorial Award”. Bill Puregger joined Club 1 in 1939
and joined Club 3 during its foundation year in 1944 remaining an active member of Rostrum for 45 years. Bill’s
wife Marjorie was one of three ladies who formed Women’s Forum (similar to Rostrum) in 1941.
Following the death of Freeman Joe Wilkins in January 2014, a bequest of $10,000 enabled a cash award (from
the interest) to be added to the Freeman Bill Puregger Memorial Award – the cash award to be known as the
“Freeman Joe Wilkins Memorial Encouragement Award”. Joe Wilkins was a member of Rostrum for 64 years.
The Freeman Joe Wilkins Memorial Encouragement Award of $250 was presented for the very first time to the
2015 winner Freeman Carmel Remphrey. ●

The Club 3 champtionship shield.

Fmn Carmel Remphrey, winner of the 2015
open speaking competition for Club 3 with
Club 3 president Rod Bailey.

Fmn Bill Smith speaking on the significance of
Fmn Joe Wilkins as the origin of first cash prize
for this competition. Seated L-R: Michael Kelly,
Fmn Brian Korner, Fmn Maurice Whybrow.
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Cairns City Rostrum Club finishes the year with a flourish
What better way to finish a year of successful workshops than with a fifth successful public speaking
workshop? Fmn Karen Matheson takes us inside the action.
At 9:00 am on the 3rd October the bell rang out and our 5th Introductory Public Speaking Workshop was off
and running. Our final course for 2015.
Our regular presenters were on deck, along with two of our newer members, Elaine Williams and John Hannan,
who very ably assisted and guided each trainee as required.
The course itself attracted entrants from all walks of life and while the course itself is basically the same each
time it becomes individually tailored to suit the needs of each individual.
At the beginning of the course there was much trepidation, however, as the day proceeded, people revelled in
their new confidence. In fact, there were some trainees this time who seemed to be totally amazed at what
they achieved and how they were perceived by others. At the end of the day, speakers were thrilled at their
progress and their ability to be able to deliver a well constructed, well considered speech.
As one of the participants said of the course, “I thought public speaking was a gift, I did not realise that it was a
process.”
In our courses we have been able to capture the spirit of public speaking and bring it to life in a lively,
interesting manner, enabling the speakers to move forward in a confident manner into their lives.
The workshop finished at 5pm but our interaction with the course participants does not stop there. We keep in
touch and encourage them to come along to meetings if they can and always meet them at the front door of
the RSL. Our club provides ongoing support wherever possible. We look forward to running more successful
workshops in the new year. ●

The happy participants of the final
workshop for 2015. Congratulations!
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Step Up has really stepped up
The news we share with each other in Rostrum Queensland is now available to the entire internet,
and there have been other significant advances with our website, writes Fmn Brian Korner.
While there is still a fair bit of work to do, a huge amount of effort relating to our website has been going on
behind the scenes. One particular aim has been to have every Rostrum member’s name and email address
loaded into the website database. While this has been a relatively straightforward task here in Queensland
where we already have a centralised database, that hasn’t necessarily been the case for all the other zones.
Several of them have had to start from scratch and compile their lists from information gained from all their
individual clubs – not necessarily an easy task.
Why do we need our members’ details on the website? There are two main reasons. Firstly, it allows us to have
web pages and downloadable documents which we don’t necessarily want to make available to the general
public. In other words, we want to offer you, our members, some members-only content which requires you to
log in to the website first. To be able to provide this service, we need to know who our members are.
The second major reason is that we want to be able to send
information such as news of forthcoming events - or editions of Step
Up such as you are reading now – directly to your email Inbox. So
far, only Queensland Zone is taking full advantage of the
opportunity to send our members personalised bulk emails, though I
know that several other zones are watching us with great interest.
Finally, how has Step Up stepped up? All previous editions of Step
Up dating back to 2013 are now available for download. What’s
more you don’t even have to log in. Simply go to our website at
www.rostrum.com.au and click on the ‘Find a Club’ button at the top
of the page. When you then select Queensland you’ll see a link to
the Queensland newsletters. Alternatively, you can go straight there
by going to: http://www.rostrum.com.au/qld-newsletter. ●

Urgent Need for a New Coordinator for RVOY
Please give consideration to this worthy position in Queensland Rostrum.
Meg Olsson is no longer taking on this position and we urgently need someone to STEP UP and assist in this
rewarding position for 2016. Work already needs to start with
contacting schools NOW.
Meg and Ian have set up procedures and have people in place to
assist throughout Queensland. It just needs a willing person to
run with it.
Please ring Meg on 0417 683 833 and have a talk to her about
what is involved. ●
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Remembering Fmn Terry Smith
Mary Mauloni recalls and celebrates a truly remarkable member of Rostrum.
I first met Terry Smith in 1977 when I married Fred Mauloni who was a good friend of his. Terry invited me to
join the local Rostrum Club—club 41. I recall that the was president and his wife Audrey was club secretary.
His enthusiasm for Redcliffe Rostrum was immense. He was full of ideas and led the club in implementing them.
He supported Club 41 and participated fully in Club 10 of which he was also a member. Audrey recalls he first
joined Rostrum during the 1960s.
Terry loved Rostrum. He lost no opportunity to recruit new members, and his enthusiasm was infectious.
Terry occupied all the positions of responsibility in Rostrum. He was Accredited Critic, Senior Critic and
Freeman. He took his role of Critic and Senior Critic very seriously. He saw the role of critic as that of a teacher.
In this role he was particularly helpful to novice speakers and made a great contribution to the development of
advanced speakers. According to the eulogy presented by his son Danny, he was Rostrum Speaker of the Year in
1986.
As a Senior Accredited Critic, Terry took a large part in the compiling and presentation of Rostrum training
courses for new critics and for speakers. He took seriously his responsibility to mentor and encourage speakers
and open up opportunities for them to advance. I personally benefited from his guidance and encouragement.
It was Terry who suggested and then guided me along each step in the Rostrum journey.
At all times the love of Rostrum and beliefs in its ideals shone out in everything Terry did as a member. His
involvement with Rostrum was very long term and he never wavered in his enthusiasm and participation. He
fully embraced the ideal that Rostrum was a training ground for leadership in community life. His son, in his
eulogy stated that, at one time, he was an active member of 34 separate community organisations.
Because we lived in the same locality and were involved in
several of the same committees and activities, I occasionally
travelled in Terry’s car. We had many conversations. Never
did I ever hear him say an unkind word about any Rostrum
member. In the words of his son, “His generosity of spirit
made sure that everyone he met felt special, important and
valued.”

Fmn Terry Smith

Because of a long-term and ultimately fatal illness,
Terry had to give up his Rostrum activities some
years ago.
His funeral service was held at his parish church in
Woody Point. It was packed with family, friends
and community representatives as well as several
Rostrum colleagues. His career as a fire engineer
was acknowledged during the eulogy and his
funeral procession was led to the cemetery by a
fire engine. ●

L to R: Frm Terry Smith, Spk Audrey Smith, Frm Marle Juster
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Queensland Convention—only 2 weeks to go!
It’s not too late! You still have time to register for an absolute highlight of our events calendar.
Here it is. The major event of the Queensland Rostrum calendar - our annual Convention and Dinner.
Date: Saturday 7 November
Time: 8:45am registration
Where: St Leo’s College, College Rd, St Lucia

Registration: Click Here To Register Online (payment details below)
Here are some of the features:
· An inspiring guest speaker
· Frank Smith Competition –Final
· Training sessions
· Arch Williams Speaker of the Year—Final
· Impromptu speaking competition
· Fun activities
· A chance to win a day’s sailing aboard the ‘Nirvana’
· Excellent catering at a very good venue
· An excellent opportunity to meet and socialise with other Rostrum members.
This year’s convention is hosted by Brisbane West Club 17, and they've managed to not only keep prices really
competitive, they’ve also made registration dead easy. To access the online registration form, all you need to
do is click here. Then follow up by paying using either of the following methods:
1. Direct Debit to
BSB: 124-001
Account number: 11237570
Account name: Toowong Rostrum Club
2. Mail your cheque to
Fmn Brian Korner
1 Sturt Court, Mt Ommaney, 4074
Make cheques payable to: Toowong Rostrum Club 17
Daytime activities: $70
Convention dinner: $70
Combined package: $130

We will see you there!
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mtkinny@hotmail.com
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New Members to Queensland Rostrum
It is with great pleasure that we announce some recent additions to our club.
We love finding out about our new members, so if you club has any, do let us
know a little about them. And if this is your first reading through Step Up,
welcome to Rostrum!
Craig Nelson — Club 3
Denise Kennerley – Club 3
Paul Mulhall – Club 3 ●

December issue on
Saturday 5
6
December, 2015
2014
Club profiles and
achievements, LOTS of
good-quality photos,
public speaking tips…
be a part of your
newsletter.
Send submissions to
Marcela Ramirez on
cram56@hotmail.com
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