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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear all!
People who are successful in life are often good
communicators who can clearly convey their ideas
and thoughts to others. These, and other skills of
good communication, are what we learn and practise
in Rostrum in a supportive, friendly and sociable
environment.
It is this mixture of skills development and social
atmosphere that makes Rostrum unique, and keeps
us returning again and again to our Club. Over time,
our communication and interpersonal skills improve
as we apply what we have learnt. I have been now
been developing my communication skills in over 30
years of Rostrum Membership, and can therefore
recommend it to anyone.
One of the pleasures of being a Rostrum member is
to assist in the many tasks associated with the
Rostrum Voice of Youth. At the time of writing this
message, we are about to have the South East
Queensland Final and are looking forward to the
State Final, from which our Junior and Senior finalists
will context the National Final, this year being held in
Hobart in late July.

“People who are
successful in life
are often good
communicators”

Freeman Ian Olsson, our Rostrum Voice of Youth
Coordinator, is stepping down after this year. We are
therefore looking for a motivated person, or team of
people, to replace him in this role for next year. If you
are interested in this role, please let Queensland
Rostrum Secretary Rosalie Roberts or me know.
Finally, if you have any ideas about how to what we
do in Rostrum, or how to better promote Rostrum,
please let us know, as we want to really improve
Rostrum and its activities.
Hoping to see as many of you as I can during the year.
All the best in Rostrum

-David Thorpe (Rostrum QLD President)
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FREE AT LAST
2018 was a busy year for Rostrum in QLD
amongst it all Rostrum welcomed its
newest Freeman, Meg Olsson at the State
Convention.
Below is a snapshot of Meg’s involvement
in Rostrum and why she was nominated to
be a Freeman.
Background
Meg joined Rostrum Club No. 11 Southern
Suburbs in the early 1990s and was very active in that club. As a result of a family
move, she joined Rostrum Club 16 in the late 1990s. During this period, she provided
input in the Club’s program. When Rostrum Club 16 dissolved, Meg became inactive
for a number of years.
In 2010, she joined Rostrum Club No. 3. In 2017, she jointly founded Rostrum Club 5,
where she remains a member.
Service within her Rostrum Club
Meg was Secretary of Rostrum Club No. 3 in 2013 and 2014.
She saw the need for a Rostrum club on the North Side of Brisbane, and sought a
venue with a meal at an acceptable price. She then recruited other people to assist
her. The club commenced as a provisional Rostrum club in early 2017. Later in the
same year the club was affiliated with Rostrum as Rostrum Club 5. Meg is the current
President of Rostrum Club 5.
Service for Rostrum in Queensland
In 2013, Meg became Queensland Rostrum Voice of Youth Coordinator and held this
position for four years before handing over to another Rostrum member.
In 2017 she became the Training Officer for Queensland and had responsibility for the
first rounds of Critic Reaccreditation. She has also organised successful Critics Training
courses and reintroduced the Club Officers’ course after it had been in abeyance for
at least ten years.

Service for Rostrum Nationally
In 2017, Meg was the National Final Convenor for the Rostrum Voice of Youth and was
appointed National Coordinator for this position in 2018. Awards
Meg received a Bronze Medallion in 2015 and the National President’s Award of
Excellence in 2017.
Continued on page 4
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FREE AT LAST (continued)
Speaking Competitions
Meg won the Rostrum Club 3 Open Speaking Championship in 2016 and 2017 and
the Arch Williams Memorial Public Speaking Competition 2016. She was
Queensland representative in the Sidney Wicks Competition in 2017.
Contribution to the Community and Other Activities
Meg, who works fulltime for Queensland Health Administration, undertakes
considerable liaison work with schools, key teachers and Rostrum Voice of Youth
Contestant’s parents. Such liaison work requires considerable use of good
communication skills. She also paints and sews as time allows.

RVOY TRIVIA NIGHT
50 people attended the Trivia Night on Saturday 6 April – and raised $1000 for
Rostrum Voice of Youth.

Players were Qld Rostrum Club members, their families and guests, who ranged in
age from 9 years to 86. Five Clubs – 3, 5, 6, 10 and 17 – were represented. Brains
worked overtime and competition was fierce.
Club 6 dashed up from the Gold Coast, Club 3 ran a strong race, and the Smith
family competed with dynamic genetic force. Other Brisbane clubs joined forces to
enrich their chances, with some of Club 17 joining with Club 10, and others joining
with Club 5.
Micheal Axelson kept us all on our toes – and at times
scratching our heads(!) – as our effervescent and
cluey Quizmaster.

“Club 17, this
year
combining
with
superbrains
from Club 10,
took out the
winners spot
(again!!), ”

At the end of the night – Club 17, this year combining
with superbrains from Club 10, took out the winners
spot (again!!), with the other teams following close
behind.
A great night was had by all. Thanks to everyone for
supporting this important fundraising event; special
thanks to Ian and Meg Olsson for organising it,
Micheal Axelson for hosting it, and Rod Bailey (who
couldn’t be present), whose secret contacts provided
the questions.

-Rosalie Roberts, Club 3
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ALIVE! ALERT! AND ALARMED! - TRAINING
`
(by Freeman Carmel Remphrey)

That was one of the messages that came through at the recent Adjudicator’s
training session where we had 15 attendees, plus 3 trainers and 1 extra speaker
for speech adjudication. Please contact either Carmel Remphrey or John Lizzio
for a copy of the adjudication handouts.
The Adjudication course receieved positive feed back from those that attended:
“Attending the adjudication course run by John Lizzio, Carmel Remphrey and Andy
Johnson gave me a good introduction into the subject.

The three presenters were engaging, making it easy to absorb the Information. We
were taught benchmarking, the various criteria to be considered and the overall
process. We were prompted to participate throughout, for example the task of
presenting certificates of attendance (and therefore exercising our own speaking
skills) was ours. I enjoyed that. We were able to practice the process by judging
the four speeches presented to us. Discussion of the outcome followed.
There was good engagement and as a bonus I picked up some great insights about
public speaking from John Lizzio.
Big thanks to the three hard-working presenters.”

-Hazel Key (Club 3)
Below are comments from Rosalie Roberts (club 3) who found the key takeaways
for her were:
Recognise the difference between adjudication and coaching – adjudication is an
exercise in ranking speakers against one another. Coaching is about encouraging
and providing constructive feedback to speakers to help them be better speakers.
Refresh your knowledge and understanding of the criteria – Impact on the intellect
and impact on the emotions.
Remember that the first speech establishes a benchmark for those that follow.
Establish the benchmark at about 70-75 out of 100. And take notes so that you
can justify your marks/decision to yourself and to others – because you might be
asked to do so!
I’d encourage those who were unable to attend the training to access the session’s
notes.
- Rosalie Roberts (Club 3)
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AROUND THE TRAPS - Club 31

Club 31 in Cairns holds all the traits of a good
Rostrum Club. Located in FNQ, it does not have the
benefits of interaction and sharing with other clubs
like in SEQ.
Yet the meeting I attended in February this year, was
full of variety, well attended with over 15 members
and was conducted with energy and enthusiasm.
One of the activities impressed me so much that I
have introduced it to my own club 17.
It was speaking for 1 minute to a given word, without
repeating nouns, adjectives, adverbs etc; without
straying from the topic and; without uhms or ahrs.
This was a lot of fun and stretched the imagination to
use different words for a specific noun.
For example instead of “Parcel”, substitutes could be,
package, box, delivery or present. Try it in your own
club sometime.
Overall the speeches were of a high quality; the
chairperson was thorough and the program was
adhered to. Judith Sturgess was a very encouraging
coach for the night.
While there, I had the pleasure of presenting to
Judith her bronze medal for contribution to RVOY in
FNQ.

“the meeting
I attended in
February this
year, was full
of variety,
well
attended
and was
conducted
with energy
and
enthusiasm.”

Congratulations to C31 for keeping the Rostrum spirit
flying high in FNQ.
- Fmn Carmel Remphrey (Club 17)
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Club 3
Rostrum Club 3 has been fortunate to gain
three new members recently, Julius Yeoh and
students Brad and Jarrod Sachse. Julius joined
Club 3 just a few weeks ago. He has quickly
begun to make impressive presentations at
meetings and has already tackled the
responsibility of chairing a meeting.
Brad and Jarrod presented their ‘about me’
speeches on 30th May. They are delightful boys
and as keen as mustard to participate. The
family was introduced to Rostrum after Brad
competed in this year’s RVoY competition.
Parents, Matt and Jennifer Sachse, have
encouraged the boys to attend Club 3 as an
education opportunity and, as the boys are still
at school, they take turns in accompanying the
boys to Club 3 each week.
The two new young members join Korin Aldam
Tajima who has been a Club 3 member for several
years. Korin attends Year 10 at Queensland Academy
for Science Mathematics and Technology Toowong.
These students certainly get an introduction to a diverse and
inclusive Rostrum Club as outlined by Fmn Bill Smith is his new
weekly Rostrum history segment.
Bill, as unofficial Qld Rostrum Historian, is bringing to our
members a sense of Rostrum history in this, the Club’s 75th
year.
Club 3 is celebrating its significant birthday on 10th August,
with a gathering at the Angophora Tree Newstead Park at 2.00
pm, followed by a private afternoon tea on the verandah of
historic Newstead House. All Qld Rostrum members are invited
to attend this celebration as the guests of Club 3, ie at no cost.

Rosalie Roberts
(President Club 3)
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Marketing - Use of Rostrum LOGOS
Re uest for all clubs with a aceboo or Twitter page to update the Rostrum
logo and have a bac up plan.
earch for Rostrum on aceboo or Twitter and you ll find uite a number
of different logos in use. This doesn t really help us in presenting a unified
image of Rostrum being one organisation with one corporate brand.
To address the issue we have placed a aceboo logo in the members only
section on the Rostrum website
https www.rostrum.com.au members logos), which we are as ing all
clubs to adopt. And while we re calling it the aceboo logo it will also wor
for Twitter).
You ll note that the
logo is s uare with
what appears to be a
rather large blue
border when
uploaded to
aceboo though the
Rostrum logo
appears within the
centre of the profile
picture circle.
aceboo is also
presenting us with
another challenge.
hen searching for
Rostrum on
aceboo or Twitter
you will have found
some pages that have
nothing to do with us
we can t do anything
about those. You will
also have found some
pages that are out of
date and no longer
maintained.
f you see your club s page is out of date either arrange for it to be updated or
consider closing it down stale pages give the message that the club is stale.
n many cases the aceboo Twitter page has been created by people who
are no longer in Rostrum, so updating the page or closing it down can be
difficult.
To avoid this becoming an issue for your club we are as ing all Rostrum Clubs
with a aceboo or Twitter account to appoint someone on the web team as
an administrator for their accounts. This can be your one ebmaster or
aceboo Coordinator, or Jenny Blain Tech ebmaster). The ey issueis that
all clubs need to have some form of bac up in place in case the original
person leaves or is unavailable with no one in Rostrum having admin rights
we can t do anything about it.
Neil Murray
Webmaster, Rostrum Australia
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CLUB 3
TURNS 75!

Anna West MC and Rosalie Roberts Club 3.

The Angophra tree Newstead Park

Queensland Rostrum Club 3 will celebrate its 75th anniversary on 10th August this
year. An Angophora tree in Newstead Park, Brisbane will take centre stage in the
celebration.
In Queensland particularly, the Angophora tree is a respected symbol of Rostrum.
As many members will know, the first Rostrum Club was established under a Yew
tree in England by Sidney Wicks in 1923. On 10th August 1930, the first Australian
Rostrum Club was founded under an Angophora tree in Garrigal National Park in
Sydney. Over the years, Angophora trees have been planted in Brisbane but
succumbed to the idiosyncrasies of nature.
The current Angophora tree was planted just a couple of years ago when then new
member Anna West, learned of the demise of the significant tree at Newstead
Park, and as a training exercise at Club 3, moved a motion that a new tree be
planted.
Not only was Anna’s training motion passed, but Anna took the initiative to
approach Brisbane City Council and have a new tree planted. The Angophora tree
holds a special place in the hearts of many Rostrum members.
Club 3 President, Rosalie Roberts, believes that the longevity of Club 3 epitomises
the longevity of Rostrum and the ongoing embrace of Rostrum principles of
learning and friendship in an enriching and supportive environment. Club 3 invites
all Queensland Rostrum members to join them for afternoon tea in Newstead
Park, Brisbane at 2pm on 10 August to celebrate Club 3's 75th birthday.
-Rosalie Roberts (President Rostrum Club 3)

9

Date Claimer

Special Invitation

Saturday, 10 August 2:00 pm
Newstead Park
Rostrum Qld Club 3 invites all Queensland Rostrum
members to join them, as their guests, in
celebration of the Club’s 75th birthday
Celebrations will commence at the Angophora Tree,
Newstead Park, followed by afternoon tea and
fellowship on the verandah of historic Newstead
House.
Details to follow – enquiries to Rosalie Roberts
rosalieroberts01@gmail.com
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Congratulations
Congratulations to Judith Sturgess and Mervyn Green whom have been successful in
gaining Coach Reaccreditation. Along with Micheal Axelsen has been elevated to
Senior Coach

Upcoming Events
-

8thth of June - QRMC Meeting @ 9:15am to 3pm

-

10thth of August - Club 3 75th Celebration 2pm
Newstead Park, Brisbane

Submissions for the next Issue of Step Up
Submissions for the next issue of Step Up close on Friday 30th June,
2019.
Step Up is all about letting Queensland Rostrum members share
what is going on in their world of Rostrum. You can send your
stories and PHOTOS of meetings, competitions, celebrations,
dinners, and especially new members. Send them in and they will
be compiled for the next edition.
Send submissions to David Thomson at qldeditor@rostrum.com.au
Thank you all for your submissions, feedback and help. Step Up
does not happen without you!
David Thomson Step Up Editor
ROSTRUM QUEENSLAND
Patron: His Excellency the Honourable Paul de
Jersey AC, Governor of Queensland
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