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WordPower
State President’s Patch – March 2017
Fmn Rod Fraser
Becoming your State President this year has truly been a privilege. Being
President brings with it an appreciation of just how much energy is being
generated across our eight Tasmanian clubs. Our clubs continue to train
and build confidence, while at the same time sharing enjoyable
programmes and stimulating us with different views and world
experiences. With only 100 members across the state, we certainly need
to build membership if our clubs are to continue to remain vibrant.
However, with just 100 members, I know we have a huge concentration of
talent and commitment.
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Your State Council's role in this is not to control this energetic group, but
to support them and their clubs as much as possible. In this context it is
worth recognising that much of each member's subscription is used to pay
levies to our state and national bodies. Members have, quite reasonably,
asked if we get value for these payments. I would like to turn that around
and ask members to make sure they get the most value they can from the
services and facilities that are made available. Let's consider our challenge
to be getting the greatest value we can from the efforts of our State
Council and our Australian Rostrum Council:
State Council:
a) Marketing - As members we should make the most of the pamphlets
and ideas which come from our marketing officer, Dave Asten.
b) Sir John Morris Memorial Award/Novice Speaking Competition - We
should make the most of these opportunities to be involved in inspiring
speaking at an individual and club level.
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c) Not to be Silent Award - Take the opportunity to recognise members of
your club who exemplify the service mentality which underpins the
Rostrum movement
d) Voice of Youth - State Council also supports our endeavours with VOY.
Here is a chance to make a contribution to the confidence of our young
people while also being inspired by their efforts.

Continued page 2.
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Australian Rostrum Council:
a) Marketing - ARC also promotes a range of marketing initiatives and ideas.
b) National Voice of Youth - Each year, ARC underwrites and organises a national final of NVOY
where the most talented young speakers from around the country come together to share a
programme of activities and compete in the national final.
c) Sidney Wicks - Part of your levy goes towards this prestigious national competition which is only
held every six years. Encourage your eligible club members to take up this wonderful opportunity
and then experience brilliant speaking at our zone Sidney Wicks elimination contest on June 3rd
this year.
d) Web site - Our hard working zone and national web masters have made available to us and to
potential members a wonderful resource. As well as details of club and national activities, the
"member-only" section of the web site has a range of useful reference documents on such subjects
as membership, adjudication and club programme ideas. Take advantage of this resource now. If
you haven't already requested a log-in, do so now and start checking out our wonderful website.
Let's make the most of all that Rostrum has to offer!
Fmn Rod Fraser
Tasmanian President 2017

State Council Meeting, Saturday 11th February at Burnie
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Diacope
Some weeks ago the illustrious Sean Collins chaired a meeting of Club 3 in Hobart. To add a spot of
verve to the meeting, he brought along a small paper basket folded in the origami style, filled with
blackcurrants from his extensive kitchen garden. He offered the basket, complete with the
blackcurrants, as a prize in a diacope Competition.
The rules of the competition were simple: apply diacope in the course of the meeting as many times
as possible and the prize would be awarded to the person who managed to insert the most
“diacopes” into their remarks or speech. I thought my efforts at using the literary device were pretty
ludicrous, but I won the prize for the quantity, not the quality of my attempts.
To those who do not know the term (and I am confident that there would be few Rostrum members
out there who are not totally familiar with the term), Diacope is a literary device. It is a repetition of
a phrase or word, broken up by other intervening words. For instance, a popular example of diacope
is in William Shakespeare’ Hamlet, “to be, or not to be!”
Diacope originated from a Greek work “thiakhop” which means, “to cut into two.” There are two
types of diacope:
1. Vocative diacope: Vocative diacope just repeats a phrase or word for emphasis such as:
•
•
•

The horror! Oh, the horror!
The washing up, Sean, the washing up!
The sky, look at the sky!

2. Elaborative diacope: Elaborative diacope repeats a phrase or word with an additional
description or adjective that describes, clarifies or emphasizes a particular aspect of the
subject such as;
“He is standing with a lovely woman. A tall, well-dressed and beautiful woman.”
Here elaborative diacope elaborates on the appearance of the woman by inserting “a tall,
well-dressed and beautiful “ between the two times that the word “ woman” is used.
So there you are – add a Diacope competition to your next meeting or simply pop it into your
conversation for emphasis!
Spr Di Fuglsang

Sprs Di and Sean
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New Members Thoughts.
Cath Ralston (Club 9)
While in Hobart one day, I chanced to see a notice for the Club 2 meeting, and visited a meeting with
a colleague. I was surprised at how much fun it was. When I got back home to Launceston, I followed
up with the local clubs. I visited a few meetings and decided that I would like to become a member
of Club 9. I really like the fun and supportive atmosphere, and recognised that I could learn from the
skills and knowledge of the members. I feel confident that this is the place to get out of my comfort
zone and strengthen my speaking and meeting management skills. As well, I'm fairly new to
Launceston, so it's a good chance to meet some other people and have a laugh.
Spr Cath Ralston

President Linda inducting Cath as a new member of Club 9

Wynn Hopkins (Club 8)
I joined Cairns Rostrum Club 31 ten years ago, the reason being I desperately needed to learn how to
Chair a meeting as I had been foisted into being the President of a State wide organisation.
I had attended many meetings before this time as I was the Far North Queensland representative on
various Committees, I suffered greatly from nerves when I was called on to give reports and
sometimes quaked even when I was called on to introduce myself. The role of President was way
beyond my abilities (I thought) and way beyond my comfort zone.
I recalled a friend of mine mentioning Rostrum and how she learnt meeting procedure, she was
delighted to take me along to a meeting. The rest as they say is history, I not only learnt how to Chair
meetings but also, most importantly how to overcome my fear of Public Speaking.
I continued to attend meetings and when I relocated to Tasmania in January 2016 one of the first
things I did was to locate a Rostrum meeting and Club 8 fitted the bill. The members were welcoming
and friendly which I appreciated because even though I am an experienced speaker the querulous,
shy, nervous person still lurks beneath my confident veneer.
Thank you Rostrum, with your support and encouragement I was able to find my voice.
Spr Wyn Hopkins
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David Beeson (Club 14)

Freeman Clarry Pryor inducting
David Beeson into Club 14.

When I read the book “The Beginners guide to Wealth” By Noel and
James Whittaker, Mr Whittaker mentioned how Rostrum had helped
him to pursue his goals. He also mentioned that public speaking was
once of the best qualities and attributes to have in order to
accomplish any goals that you may have for the future.
When I first read the book, I jumped online and found the Rostrum
website. I e-mailed the relevant person and my e-mail was answered
by Linley and also Rod from Club 9. Rod and all of the other members
of Club 14 were very welcoming when I arrived at my first session in
early December. Immediately I got a sense of acceptance and
encouragement from everybody in attendance and was amazed by
the quality of the speakers and the respect they were given by all
members. It didn’t take long for me to get the Rostrum “bug” and
wanted to join.
I wanted to join Rostrum to help myself in many ways. I was never a great public speaker so this is
something I definitely wanted to improve. My confidence had been shattered due to years of being
in mentally tasking employment positions and not so delightful superiors who, rather than
encourage and educate, would belittle and blame. The outgoing person that I used to be was gone
and I wanted everyone, including myself, to see that person again.
In the short time I have been involved with Rostrum club 14, I have been made to feel exceptionally
welcome and, although very nervous, have given a few speeches in relation to the topics chosen to
discuss. It has been mentioned throughout my time with club 14, how my contribution has been
appreciated and how eager others are to hear more of my speeches and assist me where they can.
The critics have been fantastic and provided some great advice and tips on how to improve my
speaking and also how to improve my presence whilst speaking.
I have no doubt that Club 14 and the Rostrum community will assist me into becoming a very
confident public speaker, not only in the meetings I look forward to every Tuesday morning, but also
in other life and business situations. Rostrum has already improved my confidence as a person, as
well as a speaker, and I also look forward to being able to provide the same support to future
members of the club as well current ones. I hope one day to be able to chair a meeting and also
partake in the relevant training to become a critic.
So, for anybody reading this that is merely only thinking of partaking in Rostrum, I strongly
encourage you to do so. I have changed in the short time I have been a contributor and I firmly
believe that you can as well!
I look forward to speaking to you in the future.
Spr David Beeson
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Club News
Clubs 9 and 14
Four members of the Launceston Clubs attended the University Market Day. Armed with banners
and our ‘new look’ posters, members approached students and stall holders. The Defence Force,
political parties and groups representing the International students were particularly interested.
Over 25 names of interested students were recorded and a follow up email was sent inviting them to
come along to Rostrum with the added incentive of the ‘first coffee on us’ to encourage them to
attend. The day was most enjoyable and successful.

Club 9 President with Carmelina.

Club 14 Spr Jonathan Morris with Charles

New member Spr Cath Ralston brings a wealth of experience to Rostrum and has been instrumental
in helping the club develop a membership strategy. A purpose statement was developed, goals
established and a plan of action to attract new members was outlined. From those discussions, Cath
produced a poster which other clubs may like to adapt to suit their needs.
If clubs need the poster in a word format that can be adapted to suit their needs please contact
Jenny Fraser.
Contact was made with the local radio stations to add Rostrum to the ‘recurring events’ section on
the community webpage.
A Meetup activity online will be developed. A host from Community Park radio was invited as a
guest speaker and Club President, Linda will be interviewed by her in the next few weeks.
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Club 14
Last year Club 14 recognised Freeman Clarry Pryor for his service to Rostrum from 1958 – 2016.
Clarry and Club President Wayne, inducted our newest member David Beeson at our second meeting
for the year. We enjoyed another very special meeting focussed on the Mayors of Launceston.
Members were privileged to listen to Clarry who shared his experience as Mayor of Launceston from
1966-67. He spoke of the value of Rostrum preparing him for the role. Speaker Jeane Pryor shared
her perspective on life as the wife of the Mayor. She shared many memories including nursing baby
Pryor while hosting Miss Australia and meeting with Harold Holt a few weeks before his death.
Wayne spoke of the legacy of John Lees as Mayor from 1996 – 2001. Club 9 President, Linda
Benneworth, interviewed Alderman Janie Dickenson who was Mayor from 2002-2005. This was a
memorable meeting enjoyed by all those present.
Alderman Janie Dickenson with
Jeane and Clarry Pryor.

At another meeting members spoke on the topic of museums around the world. Club 14, Michael
Shorter spoke of his visit to the Grainger Museum.
The Grainger Museum
Museums can change your life, and put a song in your heart.
How many gentle flowers grow In an English country garden?
Of course you’ll recognize this as An English County Garden and for me this song always conjured up
images of soft lavender hedges, carpets of forget-me-nots and brightly coloured hollyhocks gently
swaying in the summer breeze. White gravel pathways, which crunch underfoot as they weave
through beds hedged by box and privet, and, as I walk, there is the gentle musical accompaniment of
birds, bees and other insects working in the background.
Though is this image a reality? If it were left to the man who composed the famous song the answer
is a resounding “No”. An Australian, Percy Grainger arranged the piece in 1919 solely for piano without lyrics. His original working composition was accompanied by sketches, showing his idea of a
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country garden was a vegetable-patch full of cabbages, turnips, swede and other “useful” produce,
without a prissy flower in sight. The lyrics we know today were added in 1962, and sowed the seed
the song was about a “cottage garden”, rather than a “country garden”.
Now I became aware of this when visiting Melbourne’s Grainger Museum, which is housed in a
small, unassuming building tucked away beside the Conservatorium of Music in Parkville. When I say
it’s unassuming I mean it’s really unassuming. However, once inside you soon realize it’s a
marvelously curated exhibition celebrating the life of one of Australia’s outstanding and unusual
musical talents.
The museum walks you through every stage of Grainger’s colourful life. He was a world-renowned
pianist, musician and composer, as well as being a successful inventor and recognised authority of
ethno and experimental music. He was a fitness fanatic long before it was fashionable and would
often run from recital to recital, feeling that he played his best when thoroughly exhausted. His
enthusiastic exercise regime led to one of his first inventions. The sports bra, which he designed and
constructed in 1910 for a well-endowed female companion after she told him of the physical
dangers she faced from unsecured jogging.
The museum is a testament to all of Grainger’s wonderful achievements, though it pulls no punches
on his, well, vast array of weirder pursuits. As you venture deeper into the museum there are
sections on the strange, formal garments he and his wife made out of old towels, which they then
decorated with sequins and gum nuts. When finished the garments were worn as normal routine, as
well as for recitals.
And finally, there was an area dedicated to his rather prolific and kinky sex life, reading about which
made my eyes come out on stalks, and my mouth fall agap – every one of the five times I ventured
back in there!
This Museum visit has not only laid to waste the imaginary picture of an English Country Garden, it’s
shattered my childhood illusion that the song’s composer was a kindly, old horticulturist who could
be a character in the Vicar of Dibley. As I said earlier - museums can change your life, though I
believe I shall never sing an English Country Garden again without blushing.
Michael Shorter (Club 14)
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Club 3
Pilgrimage to the Angophora Tree in Cornelian Bay.

Thank you for hosting the very relaxed and amicable pilgrimage to the Angophora Tree in Cornelian
Bay. Quite a master stroke to award chocolates to the winner of the speaking competition, so that
she could share them with the people who voted for her!
Spr Lorraine Redway

In edition 78, November 2016, there was a picture and article about an Angophora tree in Wynyard
that was planted in 1980 as a tribute to 50 years of rostrum and as a symbol of the first meeting of
Rostrum in Australia which was held under the shade of an Angophora tree near government house,
Sydney. I am wondering if the tree in Cornelian Bay has a similar significance? (Ed.)

Club 15
Wynyard Rostrum Club, a group that teaches public speaking, has farwelled a much loved member.
After 23 years of involvement, Mary Kille retired to pursue other interests. The group’s public
relations officer, Leigh Barrenger, said Ms Kille has contributed so much and is well regarded in the
wider community. “I didn’t realise how special she was until I joined the club,” he said .
“The fact she’s retiring means there will be a huge gap in the club. We’re struggling a little bit to
increase membership, but we do Voice of Youth and that is really strong.”
Spr Leigh Barrenger as in the Advocate Friday 10th March.
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Club 11
The club recently amended their by-laws and voted to for a name change which has been submitted
to State Council. For new (and not so new) members the numbers do not give any indication of the
location of the club. The suggestion is to be known as Burnie Rostrum Club.
Several new ideas have been incorporated into the program for this year after a discussion late last
year. One evening commercials were presented by two pairs. Sprs Tim and Richard incorporated
poetry and song into their advertisement to sell a special pill to make you a better speaker, while
Fmn Tess and Spr Denise discussed looking for the perfect man while searching the web. Their last
site offered ‘buy one, get one free”.

The Dynamic Duo (Fmn Jill and Tess) presented another session for 4th year students at the Rural
School of Medicine. Careful perusal of the pictures indicate either that female students are more
attentive or that male students are not overly enthusiastic about their upcoming speeches.

Final meeting of 2016 held at President Richard’s house.
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Rostrum Voice of Youth
All secondary schools in Tasmania have received an invitation to be part of Rostrum Voice of Youth
in 2017. We are grateful to the Rotary Clubs of Hobart, Tamar Sunrise and Burnie, the RACT and
Birchalls for their support this year. This will be the final year that the Tasmanian participants will
receive a pad, pen and ruler, courtesy of Birchalls, as it has sadly closed its doors in Launceston for
the final time. Their support over the last 25 years has been very much appreciated.
The closing date for entries is April 5th. Members are busily contacting schools and students are
starting to prepare their speeches.
The success of the program relies on the support of Rostrum members around the state. You are
encouraged to give up a few hours of your time to enable the voices of Tasmania’s young people to
be heard. Members always come away inspired after listening to the students speak. As members of
Rostrum we know the benefits that the development of our communication skills brings. It is only
natural that we give our youth that same opportunity.
We look forward to your involvement in 2017 and the encouragement that you will provide for the
students’ voices to be heard.
The Rotary Club of Hobart
The Rotary Club of Burnie
The Rotary Club of Tamar
Sunrise

Fmn Jenny Fraser (State and National Coordinator, RVOY)

Rostrum Training Council Executive Key Priorities and Goals for 2017
Key Priorities
1. To re-establish the effective operation of the Training Council and its Executive.
2. To re-establish the routine training and reaccreditation of all critics.
Goals
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

8.
9.
10.
11.

Review and extend the accreditation of all critics whose accreditation falls due in2017.
Schedule at least one meeting of the Training Council in each half of 2017.
Provide nominations for the 2018 TC Executive to State Council by November 2017.
Hold at least 1 Critic training Course in the North/North West and in the South in 2017.
Review the status and performance of each current Trainee, and identify for each an agreed
training/accreditation pathway and mentor.
Promote the extended use of the Critic Peer Review form to all clubs.
Review the Critic Training and Accreditation Procedure, to include online training, in-club
practice, regional training courses, independent assessment, ongoing development and
regular review.
Develop a stock of videos of meetings and speeches for online training and practice.
Promote regular exchange of Guest Critics between all clubs.
Ensure all critics receive feedback about their performance.
Develop several viable options for Mentoring to recommend for adoption by clubs or use by
individuals.

Fmn Jill Brasch-Reaney
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Adjudicating Rostrum Competition Speeches
With the Rostrum Voice of Youth competition coming up, a short refresher on the adjudication of
Rostrum competition speeches is probably timely.
1.

The RULES
Adjudicating ANY competition is about deciding who wins according to its RULES. That is what
the contestants are expecting; that is what Rostrum is expecting. Your opinion of their rules is
irrelevant. (As a soccer referee, could you unilaterally ignore the Off-Side Rule just because you
didn’t like it?)
Rostrum Voice of Youth is no different. There is a RVOY Manual, which contains 3 important
sections:




Appendix 23: Roles and Responsibilities of Adjudicators;
Appendix 24: Competition Rules; and
Appendix 25: Adjudication Criteria.

Adjudicators need to read these, know them, and be bound by them.
I’ll just highlight a few that you may be unfamiliar with:

2.

•

Each speech will be judged as a whole. The tyranny of small decisions must not be
allowed to apply.

•

Scoring must treat Content and Delivery of the speech equally:
 50% for Impact on the Intellect (ie Content or the Words, or Matter), and
 50% for Impact on the Emotions (ie Delivery / Presentation or Manner).

•

The time margin for speeches is +/- 30 seconds:
 You may impose penalties for going over or under time.
 You must ignore all material spoken after the 30 second overtime allowance,
“and regard the speech as not completed”.

•

Props and visual aids are permitted, but should not dominate.

•

Competition speeches are expected to have a persuasive or inspirational purpose.
They must be more than merely informative or entertaining.

The SKILL
Adjudication is necessarily subjective.
Rostrum deals with that in 3 ways:
i.

We insist that only accredited Critics should adjudicate competitions, and that this role
should be by invitation. This means that potential adjudicators must earn the respect of
their peers, who will have observed their performance as Critics over a significant period
of time and be confident that they have two key competencies:
 The ability to analyse and evaluate speeches in a consistent and balanced way,
and
 The ability to deliver a critique in a succinct, credible and sensitive manner.
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ii.

We rely on a panel rather than a single adjudicator. Because every adjudicator and
audience member will view a speech differently, we try to assemble a representative
pool.

iii.

We never combine scores (marks); we combine rankings, using a standard process (see
below).

So, with that in mind, here are a few recommendations:

3.

•

Adjudicators should primarily listen and watch, not read and write. Complex scoring
forms/systems distract an adjudicator from watching/listening to the speech and the
audience’s reactions, (and increase the risk of the tyranny of small decisions).

•

If we listen more, we can also reward each contestant with eye-contact and a smiling
face. Grim-faced, head-down scribbling is very intimidating.

•

Combining rankings means that each adjudicator can focus on being consistent
between contestants, (without worrying about consistency of scoring between
adjudicators).

•

It is helpful to set your own benchmark for “average” (eg 30/50), and a standard range
to reflect variation (eg +5 for good, +10 for excellent, etc).

•

Most adjudicators set a standard mark for the first contestant (eg 30/50), then score
the others up or down relative to the first.

•

After every speech, the adjudicator should consciously review and re-rank, asking,
“Was that better/worse than the previous speeches?”, and adjust scores accordingly.

The PROCESS
There is a standard mechanism for combining scores and reaching panel decisions. Its use is
mandated in the competition Rules:
•

Each adjudicator scores each speech out of 50 marks for Impact on the Intellect and
out of 50 marks for Impact on the Emotions.

•

For each contestant, the total score for their Short Notice speech is multiplied by a
weighting factor of 70%, then added to the total score for their Prepared speech.
(Whilst it is permissible to score Short-Notice speeches directly out of 70, this method
almost always results in unintended over or under-weighting, relative to scores
allocated to Prepared speeches).

•

Each adjudicator uses the combined score for each contestant to calculate a relative
rank: 1,2 3,4,4,4,4,4.

•

For each contestant, the rankings from each adjudicator are added together, and the
combined rankings used to determine an overall aggregate rank.

•

If there is a tie, each adjudicator re-ranks the two tied contestants 1 or 2, then their
rankings are combined to determine which contestant has the lowest aggregate rank.
Because there are always an odd number of adjudicators, this always works.
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In conclusion, adjudicating a competition requires all the normal skills of a good Critic, plus 3
additional things:


A thorough knowledge of the rules of the competition;



Some additional skills and techniques to focus on consistent assessment of relativity
between contestants; and



Knowledge of the process by which individual adjudicators’ scores are combined to
determine a final result.

Much of this information is set out in Appendices 23-25 of the Rostrum Voice of Youth Manual. For
the best results, the RVOY coordinators should send these to each Adjudicator as early as possible,
and we need to get to know their contents well.
Martin Stone
14/3/2017
Refreshment Breaks at the AGM and State Council meeting at Burnie on Saturday 11th February
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Humour.

These are reputed to be actual entries from patients’ charts.

1. The patient refused autopsy.
2. Patient has chest pain if she lies on her left side for over a year.
3. On the second day the knee was better and on the third day it disappeared.
4. Discharge status: Alive but without permission.
5. Healthy appearing decrepit 69-year old male, mentally alert but forgetful.
6. She is numb from the toes down.
7. The skin was moist and dry.
8. Occasional, constant infrequent headaches.
9. Patient was alert and unresponsive.
10. Examination of genitalia reveals that he is circus sized.
11. The lab test indicated abnormal; lover function.
12. Patient has two teenage children, but no other abnormalities.
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State Council Office Bearers 2017

Joan Harvey
Newsletter Editor

President: Fmn Rod Fraser (Club 9 & 14)

Phone: 03 6435 2112

Secretary: Spr Lorraine Redway (Club 3)

Mobile: 0438 052 112

Treasurer: Spr Richard Morriss (Club 11)
Vice-Presidents
North: Spr Matthew Connelly (Club 14)
NWest: Fmn Tess McDonagh (Club 11)
South: Spr Diane Golden (Club 3)
Auditor: Spr Harvey Lennon (Club 8)
Public Officer: Fmn Tess McDonagh

Email: regharvey@bigpond.com
PO Box 81, Somerset. 7322
443 Coopers Lane, Wynyard 7325

This is my first edition as editor. I have
kept the format similar to the previous
editions although there are some subtle
differences.

North: Fmn Jenny Fraser (Club 14)

Thank you to all who sent contributions,
especially Jenny and Rod Fraser, Diane
Fuglsang, Lorraine Redway and Martin
Stone and Gai Cunningham who sent in
many photographs.

Promotions & Marketing: Vacant

Next Edition deadline: July.

Training Officers:
South: Spr Martin Stone (Club 2)
NWest: Spr Gai Cunningham (Club 11)

Acting VOY State Co-ordinator:
Fmn Jenny Fraser (Club 14)
NWest: Fmn Tess McDonagh (Club 11)
South: Vacant
Editor WordPower: Spr Joan Harvey (Club 11)
Archivist: Fmn Linley Grant (Club 3)
State Website Coordinator:
Spr Michael Evans (Club 3)

State Council in meeting mode.

National RVOY Coordinator:
Fmn Jenny Fraser

Events Coming up
May

RVOY Regional finals

June

RVOY State Final
State Council Meeting

July

National RVOY Final, Brisbane
WordPower deadline

November
State Council Meeting
Novice Speakers’ Competition
State Dinner
Sir John Morris Memorial Speaking
Competition
Printed by the office of Senator Jacqui Lambie.
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