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Welcome to this ﬁrst edition of Cicero! for 2018. Recruitment of new members is Victoria’s
number one priority but we need also to be aware of the need to foster the fellowship which
comes with Rostrum membership. Many of our members will come to meetings with a clear
aim for the improvement of a speciﬁc skill but others may need to spend some time
reﬂecting on their goals and giving them expression. Some members may also not have
considered stepping up within Rostrum. There are inviting opportunities in training to
become a coach/critic, participating in competitions and assuming an executive role at club
or zone level. Think about it and make 2018 a stepping stone!
Members - set your personal focus for the year. Share your goals with your training
officer.
Clubs - build membership by promoting your club. Do you have a social media savvy
member? Ask them to get in touch with the webmaster vicwebmaster@rostrum.com.au
New members - clubs need new members who have experience to share as well as
new members who have goals to reach. Talk to your friends.
Share our Facebook page www.facebook.com/rostrumaustralia to
promote Rostrum and share your club ideas on
www.facebook.com/groups/RostrumAustralia

Club News
New HQ for Club 45

After a number of years meeting in a older
down facility in Orrong Road Armadale, Club
45 will be moving at the end of June to
Phoenix Park, a Stonnington Council
community facility in East Malvern. The move
will offer modern and appropriate space and
will give the Club the opportunity to build a
more public proﬁle. A large number of
community groups use the building so more
people will become aware of Rostrum’s

presence. Club 45 is a long established Club
and the minutes indicate that it is creeping
towards its 2000th meeting. Over the years the
Club has occupied a number of venues but it
has always been a breakfast Club and is
famous for its tea and toast at 7.15 a.m. which
is offered free to guests and visitors. This
important tradition will continue at Phoenix
Park.
Noel Sumner, President Rostrum Club 45

Club 68

Club 68 has been trialling the use of videos for
demonstrations of tutorial subjects such as
humour, pausing and other speaking
techniques.
While setup takes a bit of planning we have
been able to provide good speeches to
demonstrate our theme for the meeting.

We are able to broaden the
demonstration of speaking
skills that members can experience during the
meeting and recommend youtube options for
viewing at home
Jenny Blain, Training Officer Rostrum Club 68

New Website
Materials on Reading
Murray Mason, the National
training officer, has loaded new
resources onto the website with
helpful hints for presenting a
reading.
Don’t remember your login
to the website?
Click on the Question mark next
to the password ﬁeld and request a password reset.

What’s on the Website for members?
Help for clubs - brochures, business cards, templates for
letterheads, banners and powerpoint
Ideas for training - submitted from many training officers
Self development - online training if you want to work
towards being a club coach
Zone Documents - competition information, handbooks,
event organiser manual
Watch for changes to the members only section as we reorganise the resources.

Welcome to all our new
members. Victorian Rostrum
membership is on the
increase and helping
members meet their goals.

Bob SwintonTrophy
competition
The Bob Swinton Trophy is a challenge
competition. The title holders, club 68 were
challenged this year by clubs 6 and 61.
Speakers treated the audience to an
entertaining evening with the added excitement
of hearing new speakers in their ﬁrst
competition display very high skill levels.
The competition has three elements, each
undertaken by a different member of the
competing team.

The emphasis is on fun and
fellowship and clubs are
encouraged to have speakers
who have not previously
competed in a competition
represent their club. Congratulations to the
organisers, the adjudicators and all the
competitors for a well organised evening.

1) The Prepared Speech (8 minutes)
2) The Short Notice Speech (3 minutes)
3) The Reading (3minutes)

Karen Wong, Clyde Woods and David
Wajchman from Rostrum Club 68.

Chairman Ken Parker with Adjudicators
Debbie Welsh and Robert Bicknell

?????
BobCompetition
Swinton
competition
results

Anthony Daff, John Gannon and Andrew Gilbert
(Club 6), Simon Stone, Kylie Hill and Brian Walsh
(Club 61), David Wajchman, Karen Wong and
Clyde Woods (Club 68)
Rob Ellison and Philip Jago from the
organising committee

Put your club in
the news
Send articles
Please forward your club news and events to
vicnewsletter@rostrum.com.au.
Send photos
If you organise an event make sure you organise a
photographer.
The Editor
vicnewsletter@rostrum.com.au

Rostrum Voice of Youth
The Rostrum Voice of Youth speaking

semi ﬁnals being held in Geelong, Ballarat,

competition for 2018 is coming to an end

Warrnambool, Shepparton, Brunswick and

with the State and National Finals still to

Burwood.

come.

I would like to thank all the Rostrum

The Victorian State Final is being held at St

members who volunteered their time to

Kevin's College on Sunday, 24 June 2018

assist at the Rostrum Voice of Youth heats/

and all Rostrum members are welcome to

semi ﬁnals and the friends/ family of the

attend to the State Final.

Rostrum members who also assisted at

if there are any coaches that are available
to adjudicate the State Final please contact
Kylie Campbell, the Rostrum Voice of Youth
Coordinator.
In 2018, 199 students registered to
compete in the competition with heats/

the events. I would like to give a special
thanks to Margaret Joiner for the catering
she provided at the Geelong, Ballarat and
Brunswick heats.
Kylie Campbell Rostrum Voice of Youth
Coordinator

Young speakers inspire us with their passion and
enthusiasm for the Rostrum Voice of Youth competition

Rostrum Voice of Youth

Our Rostrum volunteers provide an
opportunity for about 1500 students
Australia-wide to show their skills in the
Rostrum Voice of Youth competition

2018 Voice of Youth

Congratulations to
all the competitors
for the excellent
standard of
competition in
2018

