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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Founder Alan Crook Award
Application forms to determine the most successful club in SA have been sent to club presidents in May for
completion by the end of June. I urge all clubs to submit an application. The criteria are the same as last year.
Success is measured in a variety of ways and the award does not always go to the bigger clubs. The award
will be presented to the winning club at the Anniversary Lunch so come along as your club might be the winner!
Australian Rostrum Council
I will be attending the ARC conference which is to be held in Brisbane on the 28 th and 29th of July to coincide
with the National VOY Finals. The National Sidney Wicks public speaking competition will now be held on the
evening of Saturday 29th July as part of the Queensland Anniversary Dinner. The SA representative in this
prestigious competition will be announced by the end of May.
Provisional Rostrum Club at Walkerville
Maureen and Patrick Bourke and Peter Martindale are continuing to work hard on starting this new lunchtime
club. The first meeting was held at the Walkerville RSL hall on 5th April and there has been sufficient interest
shown to suggest that the club will be successful. The club holds meetings on the first and third Wednesdays of
each month at 12:30 pm. If you are able to attend a meeting to support the provisional club please do so and if
you have a spare speech available to deliver, let them know.
Website and Facebook
Our webmaster Neil Murray and Facebook Coordinator Nic Thiele are both doing a great job. Please keep our
media sites fresh and up to date by contributing interesting articles and photos to them.
Penguins Club
My wife Judy and I attended the 70th Birthday Luncheon for SA Penguins on Sunday 30th April at Auchendarroch
House, Mount Barker. It was a wonderful afternoon and we heard some great speeches and shared ideas on
how to promote public speaking in SA.
President on Leave
I will be away overseas from mid May to the end of June. I leave the Rostrum ship in the capable hands of Vice
President Gillian Harvie to steer. I hope to see you all at the Anniversary Lunch.
Fmn Rod Ellis
SA/NT Zone President

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR YOUR CALENDAR
JUNE 24

Voice of Youth Zone Final

JULY 9TH

Anniversary Lunch

SEPTEMBER 9TH

Speaker of the Year Preliminary round

OCTOBER 15TH

Speaker of the Year Grand Final

“I HOPE TO
SEE YOU ALL
AT THE ANNIVERSARY
LUNCH”
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EDITOR’S LETTER

“ WE

KNOW MORE THAN
WE KNOW WE KNOW”

Over the last week I have had two occasions in which to use my public-speaking
skills. The first was at the launch of Chooks SA, a network which seeks to redress
the funding inequity in start-ups and social enterprises. Men get a disproportionate
amount of funding, as opposed to women who are funded much less often, and by
significantly lesser amounts. I performed a poem , which I wrote, and is now up on
YouTube and doing the rounds of social media.
The second opportunity was a Hackathon Techfugees event. Hackathons are events
where teams come together, or are put together, in order to develop digital solutions
to problems. As you can tell by the name, this event was looking at the substantial
issues which refugees experience when seeking asylum in Australia. I presented to
the cohort about pitching, which is a presentation meant to illicit funding and/or
support from a group of interested parties. I spoke about the importance of storytelling, and how it raises levels of oxytocin in the listener, thereby rendering them
physiologically more likely to “co-operate”. As experienced public-speakers, some of
this information is the stuff we take for granted. It is easy to forget that most people
don’t know these things, and/or don’t know how to implement the information in
the context of their presentations or corporate story-telling.
So don’t be afraid to put your hand up to talk to groups about presentations, or to
assist important events such as hackathons, as a pitch mentor. You know more
than you know you know!
Within Rostrum we learn much from our coaches and from each-other, but not all of
it is direct learning: much of it seeps in by osmosis! And it seeps in through our
involvement in our clubs and the wider Rostrum community.
There are many opportunities to “seek some seeping” in the coming months, and I
sincerely hope you are able to take advantage of those.
Tracey Korsten Editor

TECHFUGEES HACKATHON : TRACEY KORSTEN PRESENTING ON PITCHING
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VOICE OF YOUTH
Our SA/NT Voice of Youth
event is off to a good start for
2017. By the time, this Newsletter “goes to press”, almost
150 students would have competed, mostly from the city
schools but also Loxton, Mount
Gambier and including 2 from
Darwin, that competed via
Skype.
The Training Session was conducted successfully on Saturday April 29th. A minor equipment failure upset the presenter (me) but all was soon recovered and the morning’s objectives were achieved. Thank you
to the 30 Rostrum members
who attended.
Also by now, Club 9, led by
Peter Martindale, thank you
Peter and Club 9, will have
conducted the Mount Gambier
heats (May 10th). Ten City

Heats will have been held on
May 13th. From these, including the Skype heat, 35 students will by now or will very
soon, compete in the SemiFinal heats scheduled for May
27th.
From the Semi-Finals 8 students (4 Junior section and 4
Senior section) will progress to
compete in the Zone Final at
Parliament House on June
24th.
Important: If you are not assisting the Zone Finals at Parliament House on June 24th,
please do consider coming
anyway. The students, that
have progressed through the
Heats and then the SemiFinals, are extremely confident
and articulate young adults.

They are a delight to listed to,
so please make a night of it
(start time 7.00pm sharp).
Following that, the two Zone
Winners (1 Junior and 1 Senior), will compete in the National Finals of VOY, this year in
Brisbane on July 29th.

McKenzie, as Treasurer.
Thank you, Heather, Brenda
and Alan for your hard work
and for so swiftly climbing the
“learning curve”.

EINER HERRINGE
VOY COORDINATOR

Thank you, to all of our Rostrum members who assisted
with the Heats etc. As has
always been said, without you
giving up your time, there
would be no SA/NT VOY contest.
My on-going thanks and gratitude also go to Helen and Roger Bills who have assisted and
guided the new VOY Team;
Heather Layton, Student Coordinator, Alan Strickland, Kit
Preparation and Brenda

SPEAKER OF THE YEAR
Applications are now open for Speaker of the Year.
Each speaker will deliver a 10 minute prepared speech on one of the topics below, and after a short break will deliver a 3 minute short
notice speech with 15 minutes preparation time.

The prepared speech titles are:
1. Speak to Me
2. What keeps me awake?
3. Find the Balance
4. Humour is a Serious Business
5. How Did we Get Here?
6. Life Matters
Qualifying finals:
Saturday 2nd September2017, Knightsbridge Baptist Church, 455 Glynburn Rd, Leabrook.
Final:
Sunday 15th October 2017, Hackney Hotel, 95 Hackney Road, Hackney
Prize Money
The six finalists each receive $250 with the winner receiving an additional $750.
Entry forms are available from your club secretary, and are to be lodged by email to Barry Dixon at dixonbsj@optusnet.com.au
All enquiries should be directed to Barry at 08 8289 2465 (H) or 0406 718 693 (M)
Entries close 11th August 2017
Test yourself against the best in Rostrum’s premier public speaking competition
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S.A. INVENTORS PRESENTATION

Ron Johnson was delighted to be guest speaker at the Sth Aust.
Inventors Association for their April meeting. ‘Why Ron Johnson?’ I
hear you ask, well of course he wondered the same thing. He says
he is about the least inventive person you could imagine
What the Inventors Association was looking for was someone who
was able to help them with their communication skills and who
could demonstrate the difference between a good and bad presentation, especially where the presentation was backed by a PowerPoint (or similar) slide show. There he could help due to many years
of involvement with Rostrum, especially with his lengthy involvement with Rostrum Club 10, the first Rostrum club in Australia
dedicated to teaching presentation skills and supporting computer
generated slideshows. Ron was the co-founder of Club 10 with a
good friend and fellow Freeman, the late Don Gillespie.
You may wonder why it is important for inventors to have good
communication skills…well it is obvious really. No matter how great
an invention you have it is not of much use to you if you can't sell
the invention, or your ideas, to investors who you may desperately
need to get into production, and to your ultimate customers. The
best way to do both of those things is to develop top class communication skills.
One of the issues Ron needed to address in his one hour presentation was something we all need to do in our club speeches or
presentations. Grab their attention!
When addressing a larger group it is very important in the first few
minutes to grab their attention and have them understand why
your message is important to them, and why they should spend the
next hour listening to you. This is, if you like ‘The Hook’.
At the time Ron was asked to address this organisation he was
reading a book, ‘Ship of Gold’ from the local library. It tells the story
of the recovery of 14,000 kilos of gold bullion in ingots and coins
from the 85m side-wheeler steamship that sunk in a hurricane in
1857 in 8,000 feet of water, 200 miles off the east coast of the
USA.
The salvager, Tommy Thompson was an engineer, geologist, engineer and inventor. He was obsessed with this project. Finding the
wreck was a massive task, nothing had ever been recovered from
this depth when Tommy envisaged it in the early 1980s, but Tommy did it, and he developed the necessary technology, inventing
the first submersible ever capable of working effectively at that
depth. The recovery task seemed impossible and the cost was
about 9 million $US. Imagine asking people to invest that sort of
money to find treasure on a ship no one knew the location of at a
depth that had never before been explored.
Tommy convinced the investors not because of his many other
skills, but because he was a brilliant communicator. People believed in him and his project. Tommy’s ultimate prize? 92% of the
treasure of close to one billion $US.
Who wants to be a billionaire? Everyone…. So the story ensured
Ron had his audience ‘hooked’ for the one hour presentation. You
may like to read the book yourself, it is ‘Ship of Gold in the Deep
Blue Sea’ by Gary Kinder.

Opportunities like this give us the chance to develop our own
skills, help other organisations and create awareness of Rostrum and what it can offer in the wider community. Why not
have a go yourself?
.
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ANNIVERSARY LUNCH
SA/NT Rostrum Inc
81st Anniversary Lunch
Birthday Celebrations
Sunday 9th July 2017
11.30 am for 12:00 noon start
Glenelg Golf Club – Dining Room
James Melrose Road, Novar Gardens,
Adelaide SA

SA/NT Rostrum hereby invites you and a guest to attend our 81st Birthday celebrations
Cost:- $40.00 per person (subsidised by Rostrum).
This covers an excellent two course meal, with a choice of two Main Courses and two Desserts –
followed by Coffee and Chocolates.

We will have an exciting program featuring some of Rostrum’s rising stars together with award
presentations for individuals and the Founder Alan Crook Award for best club.
Further details of menu and program will be sent to Club secretaries shortly.

Bookings can now be made via the trybooking system using the following link (Note: Bookings
close 23rd June 2017):

https://www.trybooking.com/281269

(a small booking fee applies)

The purchase of a ticket includes nomination of the attendee’s club. We can then place club members at the same table.
Please contact persons below if you can’t access trybooking system.

Enquiries to Shirley Reed at shirleyreed@bigpond.com or Graham Hagger at
grahamhagger1@bigpond.com or telephone 8431 2616 or 0438 312 616 .
Each Club is requested to donate a prize for the Raffle as in past years.
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NEW BLOOD AT ROSTRUM CLUB 26
Every Rostrum Club 26 member is 'over the moon' that two new people have joined the Club. Lynton Graetz and Michael Esposito were
recently inducted by the Club's President, Dennis Walsh and have delivered their inaugural "About Me" speeches which
were outstanding. Lynton is currently working as a research assistant at University of Adelaide in the field of neuroplasticity and is also
a budding fiction writer who wants to publish in the future. Michael is the Communications Manager for the Law Society of South Australia and wants to build his public speaking skills. The Club values all new members extremely highly, as they add diversity and experience to the Club and strengthen the Club's culture of inclusiveness, friendliness and mutual support. Rostrum Club 26 is unique in
many ways. One of its strengths is that its meetings are held from 7.30am to 8.30am on the first and third Tuesday of every month. At
this early time, the meetings don't impact on people's work days, study programs and other day to day activities. If you know somebody
who would be interested in joining this dynamic Club, contact its Membership Manager, Bob Pearce on 0401 107 287 and/or email:
robert.pearce8@gmail.com

VOY QUIZ NIGHT WINNERS
It was one of those nights when the stats came together to reward the brilliant quiz team from Club 26 who swept all before them to be crowned VOY Quiz Night Champions 2017.Margaret and Peter Davidson, Geoff Bowley, Trevor Gordge and
Jan and Geoff Moffat held the club colours high to win the trophy for the night and receive the accolades of all. But winning of course is not everything and we must honour the sheer grit of our sister team led by Bob Pearce who despite losing members throughout the night battled on to a creditable last place. A position of which in no way reflects their lack of
knowledge but celebrates their tenacity. Well done Bob

Page 7

Which logo is the right logo?
I asked this question a while back when Club 32 was advertising a workshop that was open to the
public. I found at least a half a dozen different versions, creative creatures within Rostrum. In my
endeavour to find out the right logo I asked around and found that surprise, surprise, the Rostrum
website is a chest full of resources. In the members area clearly a lot of work has been done at the
national level with regard to branding and the correct logo.
The Rostrum Branding Guidelines state that they were “designed to help achieve uniformity in external communications and to ensure integrity of the Rostrum brand”. Every sector (government, community, business, education, etc.) uses branding in some form or another. Branding is a way of consistently promoting and marketing an image in the form of a logo and or slogan. It also serves to
convey a unified, professional image and assists to build on a successful reputation that people become to recognise and trust.
Insofar as the right logo, the logo that does not contain the tagline “Find Your Voice” is the corporate
logo and used for non- promotional material. The other versions with the tagline as shown below
are used for promotional material.

The question is then raised: Is your Club, Committee using the right logo? Think about using the logo
on your agenda, minutes and promotional material. Go to the Rostrum Branding Guidelines for
more detail.
Help put Rostrum out there.

Rosanne Calabrese Dais Executive
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A YOUNG MAN WANTING A BETTER LIFE WHO FOUND ROSTRUM
He was only eighteen years old and living in Jeddah, a port city in Saudi Arabia. He has spoken about
the limited opportunities available to his family, even though his father had a good job in the oil industry. Yet this young man wanted more.
Meshal loved to hear spoken English and his dream was to be an advocate. To chase the dream he
sought entry into Australia via a scholarship.
This is the story of Meshal Athobaiti.

Meshal was successful and won a scholarship to study in Australia. He settled in Adelaide by himself,
took English classes and year 12 subjects which subsequently led to studying law at Flinders University.
While undertaking his law degree, Meshal wanted to gain more confidence in public speaking and
become a persuasive communicator, so important in the profession he was working towards. In his
pursuit, Meshal found Burnside Rostrum Club 32 and enthusiastically participated as a member and
then went on the Club’s Committee. Early in his membership he won the club’s trophy for the best
speech of the year.
Meshal was the Grand Final winner of the Lipman Karas Negotiation Competition in 2015. He has also
represented Flinders University in the national negotiations championship at the Australian Law Students' Association Conference held in Tasmania.

The photo shows Meshal at his Admission Ceremony held at the District Court early this year. His
passion is to be a successful advocate, to be the voice for his clients. This fits so well with our Rostrum theme of “Find your Voice”.
Meshal is effusive in his admiration of Rostrum and what it has done for him.
“I owe a great deal of gratitude to Rostrum. The Club was and still is instrumental in my admission as
a barrister and solicitor in this country.”
Over 500 students graduate with a law degree each year, yet only a few jobs are available. Meshal
was successful in securing a position with a leading law firm in Adelaide. Interestingly, the job interview involved making a short-notice speech and Meshal was well trained to undertake this exercise.
Yes, Meshal has unreserved admiration for Rostrum and what it has done for him and appreciates
that it will serve him well in every facet of his life; but Rostrum also has unreserved admiration for
Meshal!
Interviewed by Peter Martindale & Rosanne Calabrese Club 32
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LETTER FROM A TEACHER AND FORMER VOY CONTESTANT

I am in the process of preparing some students for the RVOY 2017 competition (and as it has been a while for me) I was scrolling through
your resources. Thank you for the PDF files you have put on your website for student and teacher resources they are very valuable.
I was also delighted to see your 'Honour Roll' document. Having been a participant in my own days at school in the RVOY competition and
also a coach for many students in my role as teacher I was excited to see the Honour Roll. I noticed a few gaps obviously it is hard to keep
records over the years so would like to fill one in for you. You have included the Junior State Finalist for SA in 1989 Ben Simons but have a
gap in the Senior Finalist section. I was the Senior Finalist in 1989 (Eleanor Page- Norwood High School) and I still have the trophy to prove it!
Patrick Bourke was our coordinator and it was a bit of a 'strange' year in that I remember not all the State's participated so our National
Final was held in Hamilton Victoria of all places. While I don't remember the competitor's name the overall winner was an exchange student
from either ACT or VIC. As we didn't get a 'capital city' experience of a final Ben & I were treated to a holiday to Cooper Pedy & Uluru with
Patrick Bourke and another Rostrum coordinator as our 'prize'.
Like I said my involvement with the competition has continued. This is the fourth school I have taught at throughout South Australia and at
every school I have been involved in coaching students for both Public Speaking and debating. Having returned to teaching part-time over the
last few years due to having my own young family I have only this year encouraged students to be involved and started coaching again. I
believe it is the first time that our school Horizon Christian School a small country school in the Mid North of SA has been involved.
Thank you all at Rostrum for the hard work you put into the competition. I am sure that I am not unique in being both a past competitor &
current coach. So know that your work is valued by both schools teachers and individual students.
Eleanor Burford: Senior English Teacher, Horizon Christian School

PRESENTATION PLATFORMS
Most of us have used, or will use, PowerPoint at some stage in our speaking careers. A few of us have probably used Keynote
as well. But there are several slide-show platforms available now, some of which are easier, and more attractive to use, than
Power-Point.
Below I have gathered together some of these, with links for you to explore. Happy presenting!
PREZI
https://prezi.com/

GOOGLE SLIDES
If you have a Google account, you already have access to Google Slides
https://www.google.com/slides/about/

CANVA
The newest player on the market and a pretty impressive one!
https://www.canva.com/

CLEARSLIDE
Originally developed for sales presentations, but very useful for general presentations as well.
https://www.clearslide.com/

HAIKU DECK
Currently only available as an app, but reports are glowing.
https://www.haikudeck.com/

